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It will be beyond the scope of the present essay to carry
an examination of the terror novel any further. Creatively,
the influence of The Castle of Otranto on the English novel
came to an end about 1794. That the book had a large share
in moulding the fiction of the period is evident from
the foregoing pages and the fact was not lost sight of by even
the contemporaries. When Horace Walpole died. The
Monthly Magazine wrote In 1797, "The Castle of Otranto>, a
romance, by this author, as an unique of the kind, was
favourably received by the public, and produced an agree-
able exercise of the severer passions; it has been, however,
the prolific parent of a number of strange compositions,
which daily load the press .. . "* The same year The Gentle-
man's Magazine more or less repeated the above comment on
Walpole's novel, but added, "as the archetype of all that
miserable trash which now deluges the press, and Is calcu-
lated to excite apprehension and surprize, without throwing
one new light upon life or nature, it may be regretted that
the author ever presented It to the world/'2 Even T. J.
Mathias wrote of Horace Walpole In 1797, "The spirit of
enquiry he Introduced was rather frivolous, though pleasing,
and Otranto Ghosts have propagated their species with un-
equalled fecundity. The spawn is in every novel shop."3 It
will be noticed that In all these statements, the name of
Horace Walpole is associated with the terror novel and
particularly with the supernatural in it. A decade earlier
Walpole had been allied with the historical tales, and critics
talked of "the Walpolian school." This double-sided recog-
nition of Walpole is added testimony in favour of the dual
influence and the double nature of Walpole's story. It also
illustrates the disintegration of The Castle of Otranto^ "the
Parting of Ways" between its terror and its historical
elements, which was mentioned In the last chapter. How
definitely the emphasis shifts from the medieval to the pre-
ternatural may be deduced from an article in the Lady's
Monthly Museum, entitled "The Complaint of a Ghost,
Written by Himself, Herself, or Itself," published in 1800:
*The Monthly Magaxine, III, 238,
*The Gentleman's Magas&ne, LXVII, i, 259, March, 1797.
*The Pursuits of Literature, 5th Ed., 1798, p. 343, Notes, Fourth Dialogue.